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The precipitation data used in this study were obtained from the U.S. 
EPA and is the only data set formally reviewed by the EPA. All TFA 
data were formally reviewed by the EPA. This presentation has not been 
formally reviewed by EPA and the views expressed in this document are 
solely those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
Agency. EPA does not endorse any products or commercial services 
mentioned in this publication. 
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PFAS in air: 
indoor vs 
outdoor
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Neutral, volatile PFAS



PFAS: from skies to shores

Image modified from : Massachusetts PFAS rain study  
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Measuring atmospheric deposition of PFAS

Collects also particles
Deployed for 1 month
No power needed

AIR - PASSIVE AIR - ACTIVE

Separates gas from particles
Deployed for 24-48 hours
Needs power

XAD-4 
resin

PRECIPITATION
N-con ADS-120 sampler

Collects wet + dry deposition
Deployed for 2 weeks/month, 
Needs power





Total PFAS levels in air are highest at the urban sites
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Air profiles are dominated by neutral PFAS



FROM SKIES TO SHORES: it’s raining PFAS
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Concentrations in rain are homogeneous in the basin
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PFAS levels in lake water are highest in Lake Ontario
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Precipitation is dominated by carboxylic acids (PFCAs)



What is the role of atmospheric 
deposition in delivering PFAS to 
water bodies?
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