
ATTACHMENT 4—DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Proposals submitted to USGS must include a supplementary document of no more than four pages 

labeled "Data Management Plan" (DMP). This supplementary document should describe how the 

proposal will conform to USGS policy on the dissemination and sharing of research results and 

associated data. A valid DMP may include only the statement that no detailed plan is needed (e.g. 

“No data are expected to be produced from this project”), as long as the statement is accompanied 

by a clear justification. This supplementary document may include:  

• the types of data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, and other 

materials to be produced in the course of the project;  

• the standards to be used for data and metadata format and content (where existing 

standards are absent or deemed inadequate, this should be documented along with any 

proposed solutions or remedies);  

• policies for access and sharing including provisions for appropriate protection of privacy, 

confidentiality, security, intellectual property, or other rights or requirements;  

• provisions for re-use, re-distribution, and the production of derivatives; and  

• plans for archiving data, samples, and other research products, and for preservation of free 

public access to them.  

Additional guidance on data management plans is available from the USGS Data Management web 

site here: https://www.usgs.gov/products/data-and-tools/data-management/data-management-

plans. Simultaneously submitted collaborative proposals and proposals that include subawards 

are a single unified project and should include only one supplemental combined DMP by the lead 

PI that also addresses all subaward data management needs, regardless of the number of non-lead 

collaborative proposals or subawards included.  


